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M= Reynolds. 


Dear Siſter, 
A and Earth, and ſo muſt our Relations, however delight- 
X ful, for: they are: only for 'a time. Death with «its 
cold hand will eafily looſe the ſtraiteſt Knot that: coupled the 


moſt ſuitable and affeftionate Pair : lou frequently have 
heard and ſeen it, now you feel it. God hath been pleaſed to- 


make a breach.upon .you, Oh that he would. fill-it up by fland- 


ing himſelf in it : By the Father of Mercies, and God of- 


Bowels, great .and precious Promiſes are made to the ſolitary, 


Widow, which are Yea and Amen ; ſue them out by Prayer, . 


and live upon them by Faith, .It is well with your Deceaſed : 


Husband, and whatever ſtraits and Difficulties you may for - 
a time meet with, T hope it will be o. with Jou. What T hears - 
tily pray for you, is, that you may have a' full Enjoyment of 


od in the end, and receive Suppotts from him by the way, 
together with freſh and full ſupplies of Grace, Peace and Com- 


2 


LL theſe things ſhall be diſſolved; the very. Heaven 


fort... 


"a 


The Dedication. 
fort. You by and with your Son defir d the printing” 
lowng Dijconrſe, Teould riot deny you ; Nob it fees oÞ 
may it. do good to you, and many-more throurh the Dlejſing 
of God accompanying it ; which will be the Rejoycing 
of 


Your SympathiZing Friend and Brother, 


From my Study, Saftiel Slter. 
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58 AM. L 26, 

74 am diſtreſſed Py thee,” my Brother Jonathan 
very pleaſant haſt "thou, been unto me. 

l {tines and 1/rael, in which the former had the Victory, 

and'the latter were put to flight, no leſs than three 

of Saul's Sons were {lain, and alas ! of them Jonathan was 


one ; and Saul to avoid being killed and abuſed by ſuch loath-- 
ed hands, took a Sword and fell upon;'it, which! however it; 


\HE laſt Chapter. of the former Book an of Swat, gives 
us an account. of a Battle fought between the Pb1:- 


may, be by ſome applauded as: a;Brave. and- Heroick- Action: 


was, certainly .unlawfull, for. him todo, wicked and'abomi- 
nable; : whereby he became Felo de /e, and brought upon him- 
ſelf the guilt of his own Blood ; but as he had lived, {0 ro 
dyed under the power of an evil Spirit. | 
Thie. ;dolefull cydings hereof being by,an Amalcekite devuaks: 
to David, it-much affeQ&cd .andi-afflicted him, he lamented: 
over them with a.;great, Larmentation, of which the: Words: 
of my Text are a part ; and 1n them two things _— 
___ #4 to our Obſervation. | 
. What Jonathan had, been to. David while he lived: avery 
tuning {weet,, by conſequence 'his Life was exceeding 


deſirable. 


2, What David found himſelf to hey now that. his $a 


than had:been fo cut off, a poor diſtreſſed Man, 1 am aiſtreſſ. 


ed. for. thee my Brother Jonathan ; for thee,  z. e., for. the [loſs 
which 1, poor .I, have of thee, vin; who, o- much. of my: 


Comfort was laid. up, Thou, art; gone, for ever gone, thy. 
B Place 


[2] 
place will know thee no more, and I both do and ſhall dear. 
ly mif-thee.” Although he was fure ſhortly to poſſeſs the 
Throne-of Sz?-rhe Father, yet he ſhould want the Compa- 
ny of Jonathan the Son. By how much the Life of Tonathan | 
had of all outward Enjoyments been to him molt ſweet, by 
{o much was his Death of all Tempgral Lofles moſt grievous. 
1 am diſtreſſed for thee, - my Brother Jonathan, wery pleaſant haſt 
thou been unto me, Fhe Nottrina} Conclufian which I ſhalt 
draw from theſe Wotds, aqd' prolecyre 'in the following Dif- 


} 


courſe, wilkbg thizg'1 9% 14) 


Do. Whez God doth take away from his own People their 
pleaſant things,” tt. brinss them- into diftreſs. Deprivins 
\ \ Providences ' ave: dtftref/ins 'Providtnces. | 


you. look-inro the''1'3 F,b 26; you - will find that good 
Man complaining to God, rthat' He aid write bitter thinos 4- 
gainff- bim'+ If you! ak, how did ' God do that? T Anſwer, 
by :the hand '-of - His- Providence ; though he had ſer down 
moſt'/pfecions things for /kim-in' his Eternal Purpoles, yet.he 
wrote bitrer things againſt him in+his preſent Diſpenfarigns. 
He had fitipe him" of all his ourward Comforts'; his' Eftate 
was melted down; his Cattel driven away, his Servants ſlain, 
his Children all buried in rhe Ruines of the Houfe which: fell 
nplyyehem while they/were Feaſting rogether : God had-in 
this way:brought him from Plenty to Penury, 40d from great 
Abundanee'to pinching Wanr. - He took his plealant” things 
fromhim; ad info doing” he' wrote ' bitter things againſt 
him. | pri caſo 
"Jordan: kad been very pleaſant to' David, his tender and 
iomoxable Lovethad wery- timothy ſweerened0 him® thetim-' 


> 
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then proceed; 3+ bdhe:Applicationy) which {principally tiave 
mmm} Eye; oe thall enquirey til non 2! anole 1 

'1/1,2:What! rendered Jonnt hen 1Þ pleaſant unto David? 

-.- 2.\What brought David into: Diltreſs ?, | i} 
-3 ig :Whas his. betng in Diltreſs: doth: import). and hold. out 
40 us IO Mas oh >. AVLCAS an * ov D Na ; 

/ We begitt| with' the firſt of theſsgi What was it: that ren- 
dered Jenathun: ſo very plealant: unto David 2 to this-I Ads 
{wer, here: were ſundry things which did happily'concurr, 
and greatly contribute thereunto; io many remarkable things 
did unite 2andmcet.an that one,excellent Perſon, fo many fin+ 
gular Ingredients, as that. they could not chooſe but make 
1n him. fuch a . Compoſition 'of:Sweets, 'as. would make bim 
the Ple: ſure and Delight of Divid's Soul. You may takt 
ſome of. them-in theſe: followingrparticulars. | 

Firſt, The nearneſs of that Relation. in which he. food : This 
is mentioned in the Text, mp Brother. Fonathan': Nor that he 
was his/Natural Brother, bur by Marriage: Not: Conſangui- 
nity but Afnity; David having-married Micha/ the. Daugh- 
ter of Saul, and Siſter of Jonathan. 154 At 

But had this been; alone, had it been all, it' would 'not 
have been enough tq make him ſo very pleaſant': .Many times 

Relations 'are bitter, \they /prove::Burdens-.and: Vexations to 
one-another, and: inftead of ' rejoicing inthe nearneſs of their 
Union, 'they could even Curle the firit; day'of clieir Acquain- 
tance. / Haw'often'is the Wife a Thorn m:the fide of her 
Husband ? ſuch was Jo#'s Wife to him; the Child: an Heart» 
break to his Father ? ſuch was Ab/z/om to David; and: the 
Brother .an Affliction and :Terror to his..Brother ? ſo Eſas 
wasto' Jacob, 1nd Dain tor Abel. There: mult be: ſomething: 
belide: the Relarion to: {weetenvit, atherwile the'Perfons res: - 
lated will be: matual Crofſes-arid Tormeats,.inftead: of-being; 
pleaſant, 213 P/al. 1. Behold, how. good and how pleaſant it 
i for Brethrew to wath together\-in Upnity'r This'is like the 
Precious Ointment, likeithe Dew of Hermgs; the: Deww'that 

deſcended ! pon the! Mountains of Zox'; there-God ——— 
= _—_ - B 2 ol ' of 
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'eth the Bleſſing. It is not nearneſs: of: Refatien, nor oneneſs. 
of Bloodz' nor 'any other firitnels of: Bond that.) will-be ſuffi. 
cient alone, but rogether with'ithat there / muſt be :an- one- 
neſs of Mind and' Heart. Thus it ſhould be in Familes, and: 
thus in Churches,. 2 Ai#s.42. They continurnp daily with-: one 
accord in the Temple,: did eat- their. meat with: glaanefi: And a- 
gains 4 Ads 32. The multitude of them that believed were of one 
Heart: aud of :one Soul.'' Brethren-and UNITED BRETHREN, 
this is- amiable indeed:and delightfull, when they Dwell 'to- 
gether, Meet and. Converſe: together, and all in: Uaity ;: {6 
that there: are no Animoſlities 'and': Heart-burnings among 
them,. no Diviftions and; contrary Motions, no Quarrels and 
Contentions, but Harmony and: Agreement, thus 1s: good, a 
tovely-light,: God and Man count it:1o/5-and-it is pleaſant; the 
Joy: and:Comfort . of thoſe':Perſons: Lives. Well then, this 
was not all in the prefent;Caſe'; there was /not only a near- 
neſs of Relation,::but alſo MN ans | i 
2: Secondly, There. was in Jonathan untoi David a-dearneſs of 
Aﬀediono_) Not! only ſuch/aswas' ſuitable'.to the Relation, 
bur above 't;\fuch las too::tgo often-1s-not - to-be found in an 
own Brother. For-the proof. ef this, -do but obſerve the ex- 
preſſibns uſed in the Scripture tor [the ſerting 'of ir. out ; 
k Saws. 18.'t. When he had made an exd of ſpeaking unto Saul, the 
Soul of Jonathaniwas knit with. the: Soul of David. They were 
glewett together, :faſtened one to {another,, and bound: toge- 
ther by theibIoly. Spirit) of, God : There was between , them, 
28. the: Philoſopher ſanh, but. Ws $$ -0ne- Soul ;:1and--read 
an,: Jonathan. loved 'him- as hu, own Soul, : which . words are- 
repeated in. /erſe 3. He didreally delire his good-as his own, 
and: ſenſibly felt: his Afftictions as .his own, iaad heargly re- 
jpyecd/in, this! Profperity,! Succeflewand Honours, as* ib :they 
had. been. hiscown y they: rejoyced and} imaurned! together; 
they: ſung}: and: fighed;:laughtd: and; wept.;together, !' Again, 
it 4s. {aidiin- +. Sams. 19.2. Fhat Jonathan, delighted mach in Da- 
v::- He was not only. pleaſed-with him, - buci he. delighted in: 
him:ztoo,\ and that.not a lictle;{ bug; much ;: He was delight- 
ed tofee;his (Face, and .toyhear bis ;Dulconrics, and 'to:be-in, 
is Company. 2 & | David: 


- David was fenſible of this, could not but take notice 'of 
it, you may. ſee he did in the words immediately following 
the Text, where he ſpeaks of it in an-high and Ling ſtrain, 
that ſo he might the better ſhew the Price he himſelf ſer up-> 
en_it, and raiſe up. in others the greater Admirings of Jo- 
nathan. Thy. Lowe to me was wond:rful, paſſing the love- of | wo- 
men, As if He were a Prodigy of Love, the-None-fuch of the 
Age, yea of the World, and had ſuch-a pure and vehement 
Flame as could. not poſſibly be matcht : Among men there 
was none to be found that came near:it, nay it. exceeded the 
Love of Women ;: Which may be variouſly underſtood; and 
is by the Learzed. Either thus ; Thy ' Love. to: me is aboys 
that. which -men have, yea that which. thou, my deareſt 
Brother, hadſt for Women : ' Or thus,,, That Love,: which 
was in thine heart unio me, was above the Love which is 
in the Heart of Women chemielves. Tho? they have: ſtrong 
AﬀeCtions, and violent Paſſions, yet they come ſhort; of 
thine, are not [to be compar'd with chine ; che moſt .endear- 
ing Wives do: not love their Husbauds, the moſt affeftionate: 
Mothers do-not love their Children, the fruit of their: owes 
Wombs, at ſuch a-rate, to ſuch.a degree, as Jonathan did 
his David. Now-this could not but make him-very pleaſant. 
for Love is the Beauty of all Relacions, it: puts a ſweetneſs, 
into,: and:.a. gloſs upon-all Societies ;. yea 'it 15 the Glory. .of 
Heaven it ſelf where it is advanced 'toz-and- ſhall Erernally; 
continue in-it's higheſt Perfection, without the leaſt languiſh- 
ing or diminution, But further, This Love of Jonathan to: 
David was.not dull and flaggilh, a ſleepy. habit, bur lively. 
and ative, haſtily catching at, and laying. hold upon all ops. 
portunities offered for the venting, and" expreſſing of it's ſelf. 
And thetefore,. - p 
Thirdly, The Lowe of Jonathan did ſi nally evidence its ſelf ins 
a:way of Self denyal, and by the aunparallel'd humility of his Spirit. 
He, was. no.conceired: aiid lofty. Perſon, puffed. upwith Pride,, 
wholly. .confin'd- to:his own Intereſt, and: looking: with cons. 
tempr.07,jcaloufie upon them whos werg; below.” him.z, but: 
molt readily. yielding,, ro the. intereit. ot: Nite epthare; 200 
| , 1CTTe- 


wh 
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cheerfully welcoming and embracing all means of promoting 
it:: We may learn this. from r'/S:m. 18. 4. Forathin "trip 
bumfelf of his Robe that 'was upon him, and gave it to David; 
and bis Garments, even to hs Sword, and to his Bow, and/to his 
Girdle. Good Man, he now would have his David go like 
himſelf, arrayed in a' Courtly "Habit, -as became'the Son-in- 
law ro a King : He' muſt pur off the Shepherd, ahd put on 
the Prince, yea the ſhould have his own Robe'; that all who 
met with tim might ſee Forarhan in him, and' accordingly 
reſpe&t-and honour him as another -Jozarhaz 5 yea, he gave 
bim his very Girdley'or Belt, which- was a great | Enſign, or 
Badge of Henour,'and the principal-Ornament of a Souldier ; 
thus he accounted nothing too/good or too great for David. 
And'tho' he full well knew that David ſhould ſucceed his 
Father in the Throne, and be King in 1/rae/, yet he hud no 
riſing of Heart againſt it, he did not at ell envy him that 
Royal Preferment: No, no ; 1 Sam. 23. 16. He went to him in- 
#0 the Wood, and ſtrenvthened:' his hand in God : 1. e. with the 
gracious Promiſes that God had -given- him,' putting him. in 
Mind of former Aſſurances he had received, as is clear from 
the r7th. Verſe, He ſatd unto him, fear not, for the hand of 
Sinl my Father ſhall not find thee, 4nd thou ſhalt be Kjng over 
We acl, ans 1 ſhall be next unto thee : He was very well content 
not to'inſift upon the- Right Lineg but tho? as Prince, Heir 
of 'the Crown, yet*to'refign ir to David, and to'be himſelf 
his'Inferior and SubjeR : Nor was he ar all heared in bis Spirit 
apainſt him, or alienated from him in AﬀeQtion by his Fachers 
ahgry taunts, and upbraiding him with his having choſen the 
Son of Tefſe ro his omn confuſion, and to the confaſfion of his Mo- 
thers nakeaneſs. As if he Thould have ſaid, Thou doſt by this 
means expoſe thy ſelf and thy Mother to reproach, none will 
.- look upon thee as 'my Son, bur a Baſtard, and of ſame 'mean 
and baſe Original. | 

. Fourthy, Jonathan was true, and immoveably faithful 10 the 
mtcreſt of David. 'He was a cordial and fincere 'Friend, as 
did appear by his ſtedfaftneſs: As he'was united [to him-in 
Afﬀettion, fo he would +bind'himſelf to him yer . faſter by 
"x : Cove- 


[72] | 

Covenant, As in the x Sz», 18. 3. Jonathan and David 
made a Covenant, and they did again renew it, in the 20 >, 
12, 13, 14, 15, and 16, Verſes. Thus he added Obligation 
to Obligation, as if he. thought he could never lay bonds 
enough upon himſelf, nor give unto David ſufficient afſu- 
rance of his Sincerity and Faithtulneſs, and that never-dying. 


Friendihip and Kindneſs which he had with, and for him :- 


He fo loved David, that be' feared thimfelf,” and was jeatous 
of his own Heart, left ic ſhould afterward prove falſe and trea« 
cherous, and therefore he would bind itto its good Behaviour! 

Fifthly, S«ch was the Love of Jonathan to David, that'it put 
him upon being his Advocate. Oh how ready and forward was 
he at every turn to appear on his behalf, and plead his Cauſe 
with his angry Father, tho' he knew him to be very jealous 
of him, and deſperately enraged and fet againſt him, and 
' could not but toreſce thar his ſtanding up on his behalf would 
certainly bring his Fathers Diſpleaſure, Frown and Indigng- 
tion upon himſelf, yet he was refolved to at the part of a 
Friend and Brother to the utmoſt, and put his Lite in his 
hand, and ſpeak, rather than by a timerous ſilence be-want- 
ing unto David. We hind in the r Sw. 19.1, that Saul 
bake to Jonathan his Son, and to all his Servants, that they 
{hould kill David : He gave them Command and Commiſſion 
to do it, but notwichſtanding this, we read in the 47h. Verſe. 
of the ſame Chapter, that Jonarhan [pate good of David unto 
Saul his Father, and ſaid unto him, Let not the Kjns fin agninſ# 
bis S-rwvant, even avainſl David, becauſe he hath not ſinned 
againſt thee, and becauſe his works have been tn thee-ward: wery 
good, It was an argument of dear Love, and: a brave- 
Spirit, «to ſpeak ſo to his Fathbr at ſuch a time. And he- 
did the like again in the 1 Saw. 20. 31, 32. As lons, ſaith 
Saul, as the Syn of Feſſe liverh upon the ground, thou ſhalt not 
be eftabliſhed, nwr thy Kyngdom, wherefore now ſend, and: fetch: 
him to me, for he ſhall ſurety dye.. What now } this went to- 

2nathans Reart, it was as a Sword in his Bones, the Fire: 
burned ; T hex +[pake he with 11s tongue, and ſaid unto his Bather, 
whereſore ſhall tis be Hain © what hath» he done'? is. ©. Wivat =o 
DX | 1th: 


[ $ F” 
hath 'he done, what oge thing hath he done for which he 
deſerves to dye ? And it is laid,: wer.'34. He did eat no meat 
the. :ſecond diy of the month, for he was grieved for David: : He 
could not but think of Davis's Caſe, and when he did think 
of it, it could not be without great ſadneſs. | | 

Sixthly, I ſhall add but this one thing: further, Jonathar - 
was unto his David a ready and faithful Counſellor : Ready to 
give him timely notice of any danger that threatned him, 
and to acquaint him with the true ſtate of things, and 10w 
matters went as to him, and to afford him: the beſt Advice 
he.could for the ſteering of his Courſe, and preſervation of 
himſelf in ſo critical a time. Thus in the 1 Sam. 19. 2. 
When Saz! had declar'd his Will co have him butcher'd, Jo- 
zathan told him, My Father ſeeketh to kill thee ; and thereup- 
On directed him what todo, I pray thee, take heed to thy ſelf until 
the morrow, and abide in a {ecret place, and hide thyſelf, And 
again afterward in the 20th, Chapter, by the Arrows which 
he ſhot, and the words which he ſpake to the Lad, he gave 
him to _ underſtand how exceeding hazardous his contiou- 
ance thereabout would be, and how neceſſary it. was for 
him to provide: for his own Security: as well as he could, and 
with all poſſible ſpeed ; Make ſpeed, ha/te,. tay not. Shall we - 
now take all theſe fix Particulars, and bind. them up toge- 
gether thus : Since Joxathan was in io near a Relation: to 

David as his Brother, and did bear him ſuch a ſincere and, 
entire AﬀeCtion, could freely. wave: bis own Intereſt; and 

lay it-at the foot of David, continued ſo. faithful to him, 
and at all times ready to plead for him, and carefull to give 
him the beſt Advice and counſel that he could, he muſt needs 
be very pleaſant, exceeding delireable and delightful, he was 
very loving,. and thereſore:very lovely. tabs 
- But alas ! David was not always to have his Jonathas ; the 
knot. is.-ſoon, untied that had united and coupled this excel- 
lent- pair. * ang hath breath'd his laſt, his Soul hath 
made 1t's eſcape out 'of [his wounded: Body, --and' taken its 
flight into the other World.  He'.is ſlain in his. high places, and 
that, brought David. into diftreſs,; and it brings me tothe ior 

con 


 LoJJ 


cond thing. which-I promiſed co enquire: into, viz. What 


was: therein the Caſe, that;:David ſhould 'beifo diftreſſed ? 
What Reaſon: was there," ithat:;:{o | Good a Man {ſhould tbeiin 


ſuch a plunge ? Time. was when we. found him at Zitlzg,:. 


1$4w: 30. Which. was burnt. by. the Amalekites, the: Wives, 
_ and Sons and Daugliters were taken Captives, and the Peo- 
ple. ſpake of ſftoning him, and then he pluck'd up: a brave 


Spirit, and encouraged: himſelf in the Lord God. How then. 
' comes it to;paſs thac upon "this: Occaſion, tho? ſad' enough, 


be cryeth out of his being diſtreſſed? I ſhall give you :my 
Anſwer in theſe three things. £4 "ip fe | 

_ Firſt, I do nor think be was brought into Diſtreſs by any Fears 
or dark Apprehenſions concerning the Eternal State into which 
Jonathan was ow enter'd ; Surely he did not queſtion bur he 
was now in the Boſom. of Divine Love, thoughthe had fallen 
by the Cruel, hand of a barbarous Enemy, for he was a-good 
Man; whoſoever reads the Story of his Life, and conſiders his 
Spirit and Carriage, will find therein ſufficient reafon to con- 
clude him not only truly gracious, but a Perſon of an excel- 
lent and more than ordinary Spirit, and from thence gather 
whatever was his Exi# out of this World, He had ar entrance 
.. miniſtred to. him abundantly into the glorious Kjngdom of his 
God and Saviour : His dying upon the Mountains of Gilboa, 
could not at all hinder his direQ, ſpeedy, and joytull aſcent 
to: che Mountains of  Myrrhe and Beds of Spices, where he ſhall 
take a ſweet and. undiſturbed repoſe to all everlaſting. He 
| had indeed. his Head not incircled with a Crown, but laid 
inthe Duſt, and ſo the earthly Throne was left for David 
to fill, but he was advanced to one much above it, a Throne 
of Glory 'in Heaven. Þdo not inthe leaſt doubt that :David 
was abundantly fatisf'd about the happy Excbange ' Jona- 
than had made, and rhe goodneſs of that Condition in which 
he now was, "that if he might- return again- to be-as he was 
before, he would not ; nor leave the clear Viſion, and im- 
mediate Communion with the Soz and Lord of David, for 
a freſh and further Enjoyment of David himſelf. Inſtead of 
making a deſcent to this lower, — and troubleſom World, 


he 


hay 2g 
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he would chovſe to continue where he! now is, and: take: 
ſome delight in the rheughas' of | Dawes: coming to-him: as 
ſoon:'as he had ſerved his Generation accordmg'' oo the Will 
of God, and finiſhed the Work given him'to do. Bug & *. 

_ Secondly, 1. judge him brought into this' diftreſs, by a vefle- 
Gio upon tb: manner of Jonathans Death - That he did not 
Die in a Natural way, bur was cur off in his prime. and 
fiouriſbing, Age by a violent ſtroke, and that ( wiuch' was 
Gall im the Cup) given by' the hand of the Uacircumeiſed ; 
it pained tim at the very Heart, to think, char that brave 
Prince, who had been ſo eminently (valiant and proſperous 
in fghing the Batteks of {/rar/, whoſe Bow turned wor back 
from the blopd 0 the flnen, POV fr om the fat of the antphty, had. 
now fallen a {Sacrifice 16 their Fury, and was beaome the 
Objett of their boaſtine and triumph. Hence ir 15 that he 
did, as m' an Agony,.'cry 'out in the 20rd. Verſe /of this 
Chapter, Tel{ it zot 9m Gath, pablifh it met 'iw Avketon : 'Con- 
ceal it from them, if i be poſſible: conceal ut from them, /&&# 
the aanotbttys of the Phililines vejoper, defl the daug iers af the 
zaCh mo mujcd 3 rin, Poor 'Soul,' he knew nor: how tobear 
up under thethoughts of this, that thofe deſperate Enemies 
to his God and People, {hould rejoyce in-the fall of his beloved 
Jonarban, and with their unhallowed feet tramplr and dance 
mpon- his precious Dutt. Batther _ | 
Thwdtly, That which emmeaſed his Diſtr cs, and did yet 
munch aore franien bam, was the Conſpleration of bis own. Los. 
We all koow, that cordial Briends, of good humovr, are the 
great Cornfort of our Lives. Suppeſe @ man hath a. great 
oonfluere: of mandare Delights, Waters of a full Cup 
wruvtg out to him, more indeed "than Heart could wiſh, 
vet would he te miſerable in the nudit !thereof, '1t+ he were 
Friendiels.” God: did” notrhink good for Man xo! bealone, 
the” in'a Paradiſe !' He onjoyeth Innafelf pitivully, that hath 
ao a Friend 16 enjoy. The Sacred Soripture peaking of a. 
Fnecnd, adds this Exproften, 1 3 Dentty. 6. Who 4 as. thine 
wry Soul; i. 0. us near and dearto thee as thy. 1dlt, hers an 
aber Eo, another Kit, a frond elf: So that when an ant- 


Mate. 


2**71 


tte, entire\Frrend is\ taken) away. by \Death,, a 'Maniis al- 


moſt rocn- iry piedes, and. lofetks, a\ very. conſiderable! part: of 


Himſelf; The witeft-of Men tells us: 1n the 17 Prowerbs-19. 
A' Þriend 'tlnverh at all times,  and'a Brother is: burn for adverſity. 
/This was. verified 10 Forarhan, he: was: {uch a Brother, cn- 
:deariag David: inthe civatett Sunfline, and under the black- 
ce Cloodsf! in fair Wearhet and: foul, in Halcioa' days, 
ond moft-rempeftuons bluftering Storms, being always the 
'fame;-whateves Changes. were to be foundabroad ; he be- 
ing rryed- by Adverſtty,. was: found: fairhtul.. When his Fa- 
ther was: his'mmplacable: Emmy, he: was bis fat Friend; 
. Sil conld nov be inidre reſolved; to:mine bimy than Forgrher 
was ftudiovs of, favingrhins, ' He ſtuck 10-David;; and would 
not leave'bim} anymore han Rub would her afflited Me- 
ther-in-law Nieons; who fpake thus to her, 1 Ruth 17, Where 
:#how! 4ib/E will Edie,” and: there nll Ee buried,: the Lord. do [ot0 
me; 0d mite alſo; if ought (but '' death: part thee and: mes His 
[Fachers Enarity' and Hatred :of David could not. part them; 
if for that hevdidi notlove:himithe better, for certain he pt- 


ryed: him'rhe 'more. .\ His Fathers Diſpleaſure:and Iadigaati- 


-on againſt him for loving, of . Dawid,..could: not part. thens.: 
Bur Death. came, it may'be; unexpeRtedly, and by way - of 
furprize; and did' that which -nothing elle: could. do, it part- 
ed them, 'and' now: whatever Friends: David fill had about 
him; he had loft che befty:' He hadinot his Jonathan, among 


all che reft he could: nor find one like Forarhan ; and there- 


fore when he thought of it, yea dwelt in his thoughts up- 
or! it, ' as he could not chooke. but do, he found: himſelf 
wounded, and in pain,' fo. thar' be could not forbear crying 
oar in our Text, I a#: diſtreſſed: for thee my\ Brother, So 'we 
are got to the! third and kft thing which 1 faid: was|.to: be 
_—_— into; viz, The import :of the word :(/What-may we 
loo as the; meaming} of Duvid, when he ſaith, He was 
diftreſſed ? I ſhall. give you. my/Thooghts of it in; theſe:two 
things. -Byithis ward hemntimates: to 
''r, The'greatnefs of ' che» Lots: he faftained;: 


& 


2. Theimimare ſenſe he hadof ine oo 
Fc C 2 | Firſt, 


2) 
Firſt, 'By [a1ins he was diſtreſſed,” hai fignifieth the greatneſs 
of the! Loſs, the ſoreneſs of the: Afflidtion.,- It lay heavy upon 
- him; 'being no common ſtroke; n6 ordinary blaw ; not the 
blaſting of a ſorry Gourd, but withering a Plant of ' Renown, 
a principal - Stud -was-faln.'' [Fhis:was tuch a lols, :as every 
one-could not 'meet with/;inone-butia Daw: could Hoſe, fo 
loſe! bis' Jonathan. .\ It muſt be! grafted; his. Death'was a 
-publick' Loſs, /all Good: Men: had a {hare 18-it,: but his pwn 
was more than 'double. ' His Brerhren had a. Los, let-their 
Eyes be fountains-of /Fears ; his Family had: a Loſs,, let them 
put-on Sackblotlt,” and'! be'cloathed//in Mourning ; all 1/rae/ 
hath»hada'Laſs, fer!them thang their |Harps! poi! the WiHl- 
lows, but their. Lofs; -patithem all together, 15: not compa- 
rable-to mine,” mine 15 by. far: the-:;greateſt+2: I have loſt ;my 
Right Hand+:'I have loft /my Gompanian,.'my Counſellor, 
my. Comforter :.'My.'Lols is fuch;\. as that.it;zcanngr\ be made 
-up to me by any Man-upon - Earth; bot only by{.atGod-in 
Heaven, from whom came a[l-that {iyeetneſsthat 1 found:in 
Jorithan, and in whom there is/10finitely; mone:r! ' 577+ 111 | 

”- Secondly, By ' {aying he was difreſſtd, . he grveth (ns, to-11- 
der ſtand: the deepneſs' and intimacy-of 'tthat\ſenſe which he had of 
ths his Loſs. He felt it, for-it went 'to:the quick, and ſtruck 
him to the very Heart ; this: was fuch:a/\blow' as: he did; not 
well know how ro. bear, he''was-traubled at: it: and; bowed 
down: greatly,” fceble and/ſore:btoken, 1o:'thar he::was! ſrarce 
able 'to outlive--ir ; therefore: here 'he draws up the Flood- 
gates; fpends the [trength of his Sorrow, (pours 'out his laſt 
and heavieſt igroan. We' may conceive him ſpeaking- thus 
toi; himſelt; þ eafily yield fore Sorrow to be due ta Sav/,: as 
bad cas he' was, becauſe 1/rae/s' King, :choſen':arid appointed 
of God; -0ne. that had /ibeen: anornted with 'Onl, : yet; L: can bear 
with his'Death:; for-tho? he was: King, and my. Father-in- 
jaw, yet he: was my irreconcileable: Enemy, who -hated'me 
with:a- cruel hatred, and: hunted me as/«: Partridge. upon. the 
Mountains, therefore his Death:1took \upon - got-- as my Af; 
flition, but Deliverance zi! accordingly; ſore: Tears''T will 
drop. aver him, and beſtgwa'i bgh om — 
£44018 "_ QON ; 
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on'.wipe mine. eyes, and: ;dry"-my:; Cheeks again;; leaving 
orrow and. mourning upon his account-as:; a buſineſs; more 
proper for them who tind themſelves concern'd 1 2 Sam. 1:24; 
Te daughters of Jeruſalem, weep over Saul, who cloathed you in 
S:arlet, with, other delights, who put on; Ornaments. of Gold: upon 
our Apparel, You have reaſon, for he was, your' Friend, and 
BenefaCtor. As.for. mourning. over Jonathan, ;that is; my; 
Province, .my Buſineſs, .and I undertake it, and will go-about 
it with all my. might, there is:none to. be found, in J/r ac/ that 
I will truft with it, none that can do it.ſo-well as my elf, 
there being none. ſo ,much concerned, - none fo. inwardly. ſenfi- 
ble, none ſo-'great a.Sufferer, none ſo deeply* wounded, I. am 
diſtreſs'd for him, brought into a grear ſtrait, : While I had 
him, my Heart was enlarged with Love to him, and. Joy in 
him ; how did it flame, haw did.it- leap, how ſtrong was-my 


AﬀeCtian,. how high my Delight ; -but now he is gone, thoſe 


Comforts are gone with him ; my. Heart is pent and oppreſt;. 
my Sun is fet,,and Iam clouded, benighted,, left alone to./be- 
moan my ſelf. We have finiſhed the DoQtinal part, and 
now. come to the Improvement of all-in a way of  Applicati- 
on : And there are'only three things which, I. ſhall bring in 
as ſo many Corallaries, and: ſpeak to, in . order to the making 
the late Providence and my preſent Diſcourſe. profitable-to 
you. -: | | 


USE 1. From hence learn the weak ſlippery hold you. have. of, 
all your worldly Comforts... ; Tho' your Title tui-them. be good, 
the beſt that can be, founded not only upon Providence, bur. 
Covenant, , yet they. may {lip thro? your Fingers before you 


are aware, your Poſſcſhon is not ſure : Whatever ſweetneſs 
you taſte in them, whatever expectatiohs you have from: 


them, they may take their. leave, and dxlappoint you, theres 
by at once proving their. own Vanity, and your Vexation.. 
Hence they, are called things that are not, becaute they. have. 
ſo, little of being, are Of 10.uncertain. continuance, and no further 
removed from nothing. They. are. here: to Day looking plea-: 
{fantly, but may be gone to Morrow, yea. belore, and leave 
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youdrowd'd if Tears :/ Fragratn Flowers” they are, by which 
yeware at preſent greatly refreſhed,” but know riot how f6ort 
they may wither its your trands: You greatly rejoice in-your 
loving Friends, ' deas Relations, 'faithful Miniffers," but their 
Breath is! ic cheir*Noftrifs, #hd wherein are they \ to be #cs 
tountet of ?' Johor was exceeding glad of the' Gonrd, trader 
the refrigerating ſhadow whereof he fate comfortably and at 
eaſe/in a ſcorching-day, bur'a Worm -fmore" it thar it dyed, 
by this the good Man was tranſported into-ar exceſs of Pafſt- 
on; and difordered/througttour. Job complained nor wrth- 
out'Cauſe, 'Fob' 16. 175, that Changes aud" Wars were upon him, 
or az ainfb tim; 2" akeiends, a variety” of Changes, they 
trod upon the heels of one:anorher, fo that He' was at no tine 
fafe;, knew not what a Settlement meant; could not ſay, the 
Morrow will be as this Day ; nay, he could not commend 
one Day before'the Night ; the faireft Morning he had feeir 
@vercalt, and converted mto'a bluftering Aﬀernoorn, © He that 
hath the moſt Eagte-eye, and piercertt into Myfteries, can- 
not" look into'the-Parpoſes of God concerning his preſent State" 
nor rmto' the Wortib of Providence, ſo as to telf aforehand whar 
a Day will bring forth. The grofs Miſtakes of every Almanack 
about the Weather, proclatm the Impuderce and Ignorance of 
the-Star-gazers, ans: it is to' be attributed to the Patience and 
Mercy of God that he doth not ſtrike thoſe Diviners wad. 
As God hath a variety of Mercies and Bleſſings, ſo that Day 
unto Day ſheweth Eove, and Night unto Nigtit Faithfulneſs, 
he compaſſerh his Children with Favour as a fhield, Toads 
them with Benefits,, and we may fay, _ fuch things are 
with ttt, fo hath He great ftore of AfMictions and Exerci- 
fes for them too ; an Houte of Bondage, at howling Wilder- 
neſs, and'a red Sea. Before you have finiſhed y our Courſe, 
paſs'd through the World, -and-enter'd into your Reſt, you 
may be fure of Changes, but -none of yon” can telf what 
thoſe Changes will be, how God will try you, nor in what 
Vern bleed you : Now through Mercy yon, have your Com- 

forts; bur- know not how littfe awhile you hat have tften, 
Rith r. 20,21. Calf me not Naomr, call” me Marah, for the 
| Lora 
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Lord hath deals bitterly nith xe : 1 woot outi fall;» and the Lord* 
bath bronght me Howe 424m emey': The 'Comborts''of Life are 
nor ſure, for Life it (el! 1s nor, that 5s:arbefta Vapour, .and 
may beloon exhal'd. * Upon this account, let; theriAtvice 1 
ſhall give im four things be acceptable royou; a 

Firit, Do wat ovirvaly? any of thoſe outward 200d things HOW 
have + Donot withhold trom them that which is mect.. There 
is a Love and Delight due to them acconding 10 the ſeveral 
degrees of Excellency which they have; and of nearneſs inn 
which" they {tand to you ; this is a Debs you awe them, and 
what you owe you are obliged to pay, af:you do not, Divine 
Jaſtwe may come upon you for it. Oh that you would wide- 
{y confider how dreadtul and cormenting a ting it would be 
ro 'you at rhe Jaft, -if Comcience.( which is now 4 Ciricus 
Obſerver of you, and all-the Paſſages: of: your Lives ) ſhould 
arreſt you, and lay, Man, Woman, thow'art now. fetchi 
thy laſt Breath, a dying Creature, ready tofaunch into Eter- 
niry, and to appear betore the Tribunal of God ; but know, 
thou dieſt deſperately in debr to thy Friends, thy Relasions, 
and thy Family ; thou kaft lived with them, andicomweried 
with them, but not carried toward them: as thou /ovphtel} 
to have-done ; thou did{t not abound m'thoſe Expreflions of 

Eove which thou ſhouldeft ; nay, dog didit want the Love 
irs {&lf;. thou didft nor take that Care of themthou:ſbouldeſt, 

neither Care of thew Bodies nor of their Souls : Indeed it-is-. 

no wouder-that vheir Souls were meglected by . thee, fince thay 
<#d&Ht' not at all mind thine own;,. thou wait: not-1o: kindit 
them 2s Cavility. would have taught rhee xo have (been, bur 
morole and chubbid , art oncrime thy Carnage was ſtrange, 
at another «hou didft pur on che Countenaince. of a Fury«; thy 

Words were cutting hike {harp'Swovds, nor didit -thou;hold 
thy Hands, bur they lighted heavy upon the Wife ofchy Bo- 

form, { unnatural Brute as thon art)! whom- thou fhauldeſt 
have been tender over, and loved as thine-own fleſh. As for. 

you that are hercin guilty, I' cannot bur cell: you, Your-Re+ 
tations now feel the want of your Love, and Care, and Kinds 
acfs, but you will chen tec] the Smart — your 
va | | aving. 
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having been ſo-wilkngly. and wickedly wanting to your Du- 
ty: "Therefore -amend your :wayes, and put away the evil of 
your . doizgs from before the: Eyes of God ; learn your Du. 
ry; and-chearfully apply-to the doing of it, do it all, do. it 
more and more, take Delight and Pleaſure in doing it ;- Love 
them, love to Love them, 'let your Love continue, let it a- 
bound, convince them of your loving them, that whatever 
other-wants they may have, they may be ſure of this, that 
they do not want your Love. lobe 

Bue ſtill, do not overdo:; .Love God as: much! as ever you 
can, becauſe him you cannot love too much; you cannot be- 
ſtow too much upon him to whom you owe more than all 
you have amounts to, therefore there give your AﬀeCions 
their full liberty, -lay the Reins upon their Neck ; but when 
you have to. do with: Creatures, take heed to; your ſelves, 
and love with Caution ; let there be a true, honeſt and faith- 
ful Heart, but yet a weaned Heart. There is a great difle- 
rence between Ezaearing and Doting, ſtudy and practiſe the 
former, avoid: the latter, ''z Cor.:7. 29. 1: remaineth that they 
that have Wives be' as though they had noxe':. And the ſame is 
tobe ſaid of others, Let thoſe:that have Husbands- be as tho? 
that had none, and:they: that have| Children, - and 'they that 
have Brethren, Siſters and Friends : Too much Love layes 
a foundation; and\makes way for too much Sorrow ; if while 
you have Comforts you are not as tho* you, had none, I am 
{ure, when you weep,” you :will not be. as though you. wept not : 
Alas'you- will: ſcarce find: in; your Heart how to: reſign that 
which you have fixed your Heart upon. In ſuch a Caſe, and. 
unco ſuch a Perſon, the raking away of a Comfort, or the 
diſlolving.of a Relation: will be not as the putting off a Gar- 
menv, bur rendingithe very. Caul of your Heart. 
:cxSecondly,' Wiſely and carefrnlly Improve your Comforts while + 
you" have them :' Be as good Husbands as ;poſlibly you may, 
they/ may not abide-long with you, therefore while they do, 
ſuffer 'them not to lye dead upon your hands. Have you 
Priends/and Relations ? draw from them all poſſible. Soul: ad- 
vantages'; labour-you to be the better for them, and do mm 
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utmoſt, that they may be the better for you ; be mutually 
helpful- one to- another, quickening, warming, ſtrengthen: 
1ng-one another,” provoking to' Love and Good Works, That” 
Proverb is not to be ſlighted, for Wiſdom isin it, Make Hay 
white: the Sun ſhines. 'By''preſent «Diligence prevent - thoſe. 
idle and ynprofitable Wiſhes that*!come roo late ; 0h that 
had been: wiſer," Oh that T hid done fo and Jo. ' "Do you nds, 
and every Day think and' repeat-the Thoughts of this, 'who 
have Husbands and Wives, Brethren and'' Siſters; Children 
and. Servants, Miniſters and- People 3- and you that walk r0- 
gether in an Holy Communion, 'meeting in the ſame 'Af- 
{embly, attending; upon the ſame" Ordinanedts, 'and'" fitting at 
the. ſame Table, and let' theſe Thoughts b& mighty in chlo! 
Operation. | May _ 

And as it ought to be thus with reference toyour Frierids. 
and Relations, foto your. Eſtates and Poſſeflions.' Many are alt 
the Year round digging like Moles in the Earth, ,ſcrapingg ra-' 


F 


' king and-heaping up of Riches, as if there wotld be noend-of 


their days, but they ſhould {ive here alway : Like the Horſe- 
leeches Daughter, they never fay it is enough, as ſome ne- 
ver think they have ſinn'4 enough; but drink in Injquity like” 

Water, and draw. it with Cart-ropes ; fo theſe never. think' 
they have got enough, in the -fulneſs of their ſufficiency-they 
apprehend themſelves in ſtraits.” Would theſe Perfons hear- 
ken; to me, I would adviſe them'Tto be ready: to communi- 
cate, and doall rhe Good they can to others; fince" they 'do' 
not know -how. ſoon they may die, and ſo 'have' no indre' Op- 
portunities for Charity and Uſefulneſs in the World. ' By 
AQs of bountiful Compaſſion make ſure of ſomething 'con- 
ſiderable, that you may: carry mith you, before Death comes 
ro take you from all, and af from you! : "What thy hint find- 
eth to do, either: in Works. of /Piety or Charity, {peed the do- 
ing of it, do i with all thy mizht, conſidering there is 20 work, 
nor device, nor invention in the Grave, ' whitner thog- art ' going, 


Ececl. 9. 10. | Eff Hos 
. Thirdly, Provide for Changes :(Expect them,! and arm your 
ſelves, rhat;\when OY Tot -do'-you x fa 
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tal Miſchief. Do not ſay. as David did in his Proſperity, 
30. P/alm. 6. 1 [bl never be moved, tho'- thou thinkelt ghe 
Lord by his favour hath made thy monntain to ſtand ſtrong. 
Dream not of ſuch a ſettlement upon Earth, as knoweth- no 
ſhaking, thou. mayſt quickly be moved, and thy Mountain 
r00; thy Mountain, as big as it looks, may dwindle, and 
{brink it ſelf up into a Meolchill, or: the hand of Divine Pro- 
vidence,may take it and caſt it. into a See of Trouble. Not- 
doh 4 Tea the height of his Confidence, he ſoon found it 
ſo, and in the next words _hath left his Experience upon Re. 
card, for the teaching us to cherilh in our ſelves more {0- 
lid. and, ſober .chaughzs, Thou. didſt, hide thy Face, and I was 
iroubied: God doth not. need to arm againſt us, nor throw 
his Thunderbolts, it is but hiding of his Face, that is enough 
to. cover. us with the ſhadow of Death;, and put all into 
Confuſion; and' this, or any. thing elſe that God pleaſeth tro 
do,, may. be: done in the twinkling 'of an Eye :. Therefore. 
under the warmeſt and, moſt comfortable Beams of Divine Fa- 
Var i fr the brighteſt. ſhiniogs! forth. of the Face of God, 
we. thouly think of a Cloud, and in the higheſt Spring-tiat of 
Creature: comforts prepare for as low an:Ebb. Ir doth not in- 
deed;upan.any account become us. 'to- give way unto zhoſe 
Fears, that. wauld deprive us of the comfort of our. Enjoy- 
Nents 3. nor; when- God hath- put a.Cup of Conſolation .into_. 


our: bangs, g0 about to 1mbirter 1t to our ſelves with the 
trghtful. apprebenſions of that. which may. never be. But. 
its, our,,Waiſldom, inthe ſereneſt day, and when there is. 
Peace rqund:abonr, to: cheriſh: #bo/e prudent fears which may. 
enable .us to-look Terror in' the Face,  withour being diſtract- 
ed by it; and to.endure evil,, without having our Hearts 
broken, by it. There is. nathing loſt, no hurt done by! a. 
calm, ſedate propounding difitult Caſes to- our ſelves, As 
thus : Now F.am full, .but I may be emptyed as from Vel- 
{el io Veſſel... Now I am cloathed with Silk and beautiful 
Garments, but God may ſtrip me of theſe; and put Sack-. 
cloth upon my  Loins:;:; Now.:I:have a convenient ſtately 
Houle, richly; hung and:furniſhed;: but Sons of a my | 
4p | reak... 
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break 1n and ſteal, or a Fire may bn it down to: the 
ground, fo- that I ſhall not have where to lay. mine head ; 
Now I have a dear and Loving Husband who carcth- for 
me, but I may loſe him, and be brought to a State of deſo- 
late Widowhood : Now I -have enough, and to ſpare, an 
oyerplus for the relief of the Poor, but the time may come 
wherein I ſhall want Neceſlaries, and pine away, ſtricker 
thro for lack of the fruits of the Field, , My Soul, how : wilt 
thou be able to bear up, it it ſhould pleaſe God to bring 'it 
to this ? Thou knoweſt how to abound with Joy, and: to eat 
thy Bread at a plentiful Table with a merry Heart ; but doſt 
thou know how to be contented in a time of Want and Scar- 
City, and to rejoyce in the God of thy Salvation' in a Day of 
Famine, as the Holy Prophet could, 3 Habbut.17, 18. + 


Fourthly, Seek for, and diligently look after thoſe things which 
you cannot loſe, zor be deprived of. In the midſt of the uncer- 


tainty you live at, as to all the Comforts of this preſent 
World, make ſure of ſomething ; I mean, lomething © that is 
' worth your pains to get, and that it is your intereſt to keep. 
In the 17 P/a/m 14. we read of the Men of the World, that 
their Bellies are filld with hid treaſures ; and poſlibly fo is their 
Bags, and their Cheſts, and their Houſes too, all full, and 
that not of Traſb, but Treaſure : But poor Creatures, this 
is their Miſery, that they have their Portion in this Life, They 
have a Portion, and it looks great, makes an huge noiſe, 
but alas ! it is only i, and for his. Life. We read alfo of the 
ſure mercies of David, 55 11a. 3. Incline your ear, and come un- 
ro me, hear, and your Soul ſhall live, aud 1 will make an ever. 
laſting Covenant with you, even the ſure mercies of David; now 
be you fo wiſe as to mind them. Ir 1s very good- to be ſure, 
excellent to have that which is ſo. Chrift told 'Martha, in 
a way of friendly Reproof to'-her, that Mary her Siſter had 
choſen the good part, which ſhould never be taken from her ; 
"netther by- God, 'who 'was roo good to do it, nor by Men 
and Devils,- who were 709 weak : That: was' a wile' Choice, 
be you perſwaded to' make it. Take not up” with that 
which 'may leave you, and A or later you wn 
D 2 Cave. 
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- leave. - 'Sit'/not dowd with any'thing-that Thieves may break 
. thro?, and: ſteal, -or that Moths can corrupt, or: Ruſt can frer, 
or: Time ſhall- ſee the end of., Look: qut' for Chr, who is 

the everlaſting Father, and able to; {ave to the, utmoſt of your 

Needs, and Dangers, and Deſires, and of Eternity too ; 
pray for the Sprrir, he will abzae with you for. ever ; Grace will 

grow up to Glory, and Hecline{s bring, you 'to an Happineſs 

that knows, neither meaſure nor end. Follow the Noble 

Example which was ſet you by the Holy Apoliles, and Pxi- 
' mitive Chriſtians raughr- of God, who.2 Corzath. 4. 18. Look- 

ed not at the things which are ſeen,Cbnt at the things which are 

not-ſeen, becauſe the things which are; (een are Temporal, but the 
things. which are not ſeen are Eternal. Spiritual Bleſſings, in 
heavenly, places, and things, are of all good. things the belt, 
and alſo the molt laſting. Riches. and- Honour are with Wiſ- 
. dom'+ But what !- ſuch Riches as take unto themſelves wings, 
and flee away, ſuch Honour as 15 a vain. and vaniſhing, breath, ? 
-No,'no ; durable Riches and Righteouſneſs, 8 Prov. x8. When 

.alworldly Enjoyments ;take their laſt Farewell, leaving. you 
for. ever, you: need not loop aupan your ſelves as Perſons un- 
dohe, but ſay,- for, all this: «he lines are fallen. unto me. in a 
'pleaſant\ place; {till L.have a God here,, and I. ſhall have, an 
- Heaven. hereafter. FU . 


©. # WE RGA Ml ' [991 ly 1 
5D SE,2, bearn,that ite. both the! Duty and Tuitreſt'of Perſons 
i; Relatzon, to jthdy and endeavourithe being' pleaſant 'to:qme ans- 
ther. Jonathan Was lo toi his Brother David, and by being 
ia, He obtained a 26d Report, in the Text, Very pleaſant. haſt 
thou been unto. me,.:;10is 15 a fair and lovely Copy tor. us.to 
Write after, drawn by. an excellent, Hand.;. Iet.us all imitate 
At, and.come-,up.to.it as.near as-We.can-t, Whether. we ſtand 
'\n.Naturakor Civil, or, Church:Relation;' whether Conjugal, 
-Parental, or Filial;; whether,we arg, Maſters, Miltrefſes, Ser- 
-Vantsy Fellow-Citzzens,..or Church-Members, let us. labour 
toilwepten.#hat-Relation; and.ta.zender, Qur.;{elves ag calle 
afd acceptable as, poſſibly may,.he.to,0ne,apother, that we 
may nat- be, as 'Thozns.,n,ape.anathers: 4ides,..nor ,pricks 1n 
TEM ot One 
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one. anothers eyes; there will be 4/oes enough, we had need 
bring good ſtore of: Honey.,., It is an excellent Command the 
Scripture, gives, Folom peace math all Men, ,g0 and do it; fol- 
low Peace abroaa, . tho" it run trom- you follow it, -but be ſure. 
to keep Peace at home; yea, | not only Peace, but Pleaſantneſs 


too, and both theſe are to be found .in the ways of Wiſdom, | 


- 3, Prov. 17. Her ways. are ways.of pleaſantueſs, and all ber paths 
" are peace : See then that, ye, walk circumſpettly, not as fools, but 
As wiſe. A great deal of benefit will: be' the, fruit and.cfte& 
hereof ;. yc jr Relations will, have .the'Comfort of it' while 
an he eat with them, and ſo, will your 
ſelves allo Zand beſides that, you will have, the Comfort of 
it when you  come..to die, a reflection thereupon. will, be 
exceeding cordial, and over and pres yu fn. Ik ve. the 
Honour of it aſter Death. Nabal wasa very, Chub, a moroſe 


and ill-natur'd Fellow ; Well, what did. his Servants ſay. of® 


him behind his back while: he lived, ſee 1 Samuel 25. 17. 


He is {uch a Son of Belial, that a Mam caungt ſpeak.to him : And. 


what did his prudext Wife ſay of him after he was dead, 25 
Verſe.of the. ſame Chapter, Ler nor my Lord regard this man 
of Belial, een Nabal, for as his Names, ſo is he, Nabal is hs 
Name, and folly is with him ; whereas by your being pleaſant. 
to your Frict ds and Relations, you. will raiſe-.s Monument to 


your own E:Mnour, far better than Abſolam's Pillar ; and tho? ' 
"vill corrupt ; in, the Grave, . and;-xeturn to-: 


your Body.., 
Duſt, yet yd 


# 


ar Name will be embalmed, and your . Memory bleſ- 


theſe three. thfmgs, deſiring. you to put them in practice. 


Firſt, Let your Love be ſuacere, hearty, conſtant and free ;, a+ 
ſelf-evidencing Love, that, there may, be, more ground and 


- 


« ; l . V 24 4 £ SLTLL . [ ii | :vIe | F This 
reaſon tO believe 1t than yY our bare ſay 0: Be ſure that your: 


Relation carry along with ic all the Aﬀection that it calls for, . 
and. all the defireable.fruits of that. AﬀeCtion, . Ir is this, my. 
- Friends, . that makes cyery thing ſaveury, and. puts a good - 
reliſh. into it 3. take this away, and. all that remains, is no-.. - 


thing elſe but , bitterneſs. ._ What, is Communion and Cobabita, 


_ _— 


{cd. And this end Icommend to you by way of Advice, . 


tion. without Love, but -a conſtant. Burden? And what care. 
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Services but ungrateful-? and what is it that'makes them ſo, 
when they are good in themſelves ? Nothing bur their com- 
ing from ſuch an hand. ” The Conjuze! Toke will be very 
heavy, and pinch and gall if it be not lin'd with Love : and 
is there not reafon ? Did not God reje& and abhorr all that 
the hypocritical and profane Jews did in his worſhip upon this 
Very account, becauſe he knew they did not love him : 1/ar. 
29.13. This People draw near me with their mouth, and with 
their lips do honour me, but have removed their Heart far from 
et, And for that cauſe he delighted not in the blood of 
Bullocks, or Rams, i or He-goats, but their Oblations were 
Vain, their Incenſe an Abomination, and their ſolemn Meer- 
ings Iniquity. Why was Jozathan fo very pleaſant to Da- 
vid? The words immediately following rhe Text tell us, 
Thy Love to me was wonderful. 
Secondly, Lavonr for, and in all your Converſes be expreſſive 
' of a (wetneſs of Temper ; there 1s without peradventure, a 
great deal lieth in the Natural Diſpoſition, Many Perfons, 
who are enriched with the true Grace of God, are notwith- 
fanding that, Burdens to themſelves, and very uncafie to rhety 
Friends, "becauſe of the Untowardneſs of their Temper. I 
have heard of a Perſon very Eminent for his Place and Lear. 
ning; yea andGodlineſs too, of whor yet it was ſaid, Tho 
he had Grace enough for tew men, he had not Grace enouph for 
himſ#f : The Soil was rank, and, the Weeds that grew in 
it gor' to ſuch an height, that roo often rhey overtopt the 
Divine Plantation. Is it not too ordinary and common to find 
ſome' Imperious and Lardly, others frerful and peeviſh ? Some 
are Liows, and others are Waſps ; every little thing almoſt un- 
hitipeth, and plits thetn our of humour; they are angry for 
Triftes, the YET, wagging of a Feather, by no means endu- 
ring a contradiction 1n their Speeches, or a being croſt''in 
their Wills; but all muſt ſtudy their Humour, and comply 
with -.it, otherwiſe they will be all on a Flame, and ſoon 
make: the Houſe too hot : But: this will wi do, they are to - 


| Be greatly condemaed, and thofe' that Tive with them to be as 
greatly pitied, fpecially thoſe that are fat'd down, ahd muſt bide 
Sad IL , by 


by 1t. The Lord give them of his Comforts, for indeed they 
have Croſs. enough. As for you that are ſo much Friends 
to your ſelves, as to deſire a being pleaſant to thoſe ithat 
are concerned with you, labour to file off this Ruggednels ; 
reAifie your own Spirits, conquer your ſelves, pray and la- 
bour for a Maſtery over your unruly Paſſions. . Get that 
meek and quiet ſpirit, which is an Ornansent of great price in the 
fight of Goa, i Pet..3. 4. A ſingular Friend of: mine, by na- 


ture hafty and furious, attained to fo great a, Victor 
hunſelf, by Prayer, Reading of and Meditation upon t 


OVer 


Hi- 


tory of Chriſt, that none could put him into a Diſcompo. 
. Make you uſe of the ſame Remedy, remembring ; tha 
which is to ſweeten other things, muſft it felf be much: more 
fo.. Wormwood and Gall are yery improper Means for ſo ex 


| cellent an End; 


Thirdly, Give diligence that ye may know the whole duty of 


your place, and make Conſcience of doing whatſoever you know > 
| zobe /o, Contribute all that is within the compaſs and reach” (_ 


of your Power, to the ſpiritual, eternal good,' and: temporal - 
comfort of thoſe with whom you have to do. Ir 1s a very 
good Commendation which Lemue/s Mother gives of a vir- 
tuous Woman, 31 Prov. 26. That ſhe-opens her month with wiſ- + 
dom, and in her Tongue « the Law af Kyjndneſs. She hath a 
Liberty to ſpeak, it is her right, but ſhe uſeth it with diſcre- 
tion and aftetion'; and -when her Lips are' opened, ſpecially 
to her Husband, they drop like an Honey-comb : There you . 
ſee the' amiablenels of- her Temper and Converſation. But 
that is notall, there was another cxrions ſtroke given 10 her - 
PjAure before, a'choice Character in the 1 27h. Verle, She will - 
do him good and not evil all the days of her life. She 1s carefull to 
avoid doinfievil, 'ready' and! conſtant-in_ doing good, yea alt: 
the good the can,- being,” as Par! would have every one; 'wn./ 
wearied in' well-doing, Oh ! this is'a noble Life, what our:pre- 
cious Lord and Saviour led while: upon Earth : He: went - up 
and down doing god, therein leaving us an Example, that we 
may tread in''his-fteps. Do good, 'alt of you,' inithole /eve- 


ral places in 'which Providence” hath fer. you, all-tlie. good 


you - 


Cary, 
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can, fill them up with Love and Duty ; and: do:good to the 
feveral' Perſons you have: to: do with: Let ;nothing/ bewant- 
ing in you in order to their being really the better for you, 
their. Souls being the better. for yau, that "they may have 
cauſe to ſay, Blefſed be God that ever I lived in ſuch a Fa- 
mily, that ever I had ſuch a; Wife, was married to fuch 
an. Husband, deſcended-of ſuch Parents, ſerved ſuch a Ma- 
fter and Miſtreſs.” You will then” be ' plea/axt indeed, when 
you are profitable, when you'-teach the Ignorant, and re- 
duce the Wanderer ; when you enlighten the dark Mind, 
and blow up the languiſhing Flame 3 when you ſtrengthen 
the weak hands, and confirm the feeble. Knees. And I be- 
ſeech you, ſeriouſly confider, wath' your ſelves, why God did 
make the Woman, and order. out the Coajugal Relation ; 
and we may ſay the ſame of others: It was that Perſons in 
thoſe Relations might be He/ps meet for one another. And 
truly that Perſon lives to no purpoſe, that doth not live to good 
pirpaſe ; and he-:doth not live to; good Purpoſe, who dath not 
live #0: that Burpoſe for which God made him, and ſent him, 
and ſet him'in the place where: he is : That perſon who is 
an uſeleſs Veſſel, I:do not, and. you need; not wonder, if he 
be a Veſſel in which there is no pleaſure. All that know him, 
may look upon him as an unprofitable burden to the Earth, 
and ſo he may be to-his. Friends, for| he doth nothing elſe 

but. take up:a room;;:and cumber the ground. | 

ney wii * oft SE Third, | 

 Gince the taking away of pleaſant things doth bring Saints them- 
ſetves in diſtreſs, wh nay learn how weak, impotent and inconlide- 
rable' a Creature man is. The Royal Prophet :tells' us, 39 P/ad. 
gs, Vergly, every man at his beſt [tate is altogether Vanity, This 
i$| a 'Toruth, 1 have ſearched it, I have found-it, Tam, ſure of it ; 
Verily-.it -is ſo, not! onely [ame men, thoſe that are poor and 
ſickly. and filly, but every war, the youngelt; the ſtrongeſt, 
the wilelt, the moſt holy ; and that not only at ſome'times, 
and in ſome Conditions, when he is 'diſeaſed. and diſcom- 
pos but at his beſt ſtate, 'whenthe is; moſt; himfelf,, when 
is Faculties and Powers of-Soul and, Pody are raiſed up Us 
rne 
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the higheſt -pitch, and moſt in-tune for work, then, even 


then,” fie. is vanity. He not only hath ſome Vanity in him, 
ſome mixture of vanity, ſome Droſs with his Gold, ſome 
Water' with his Wine, . but He & vanity : He may &en be 
detined by it ; nay more, He is altogether Vanity, it over- 
ſpreads him, 1t runs through the whole, from the fole of the 
Foot ro the.Crown of. the Head he is Vanity... 1»/e #10; one 
genus vanitatis compleditur : In himielt alone he contains all 


forts of Vanity : It any one 1s loſt, it may be found again 


in Man. The ſeveral and manifold /:zes of Vanity meet in 
Man .as ia the Cextre of them. The Doctrin we have been diſ- 
courſing. of, is one proof and Evidence hereof. David was 
a good Man, a godly Man, a man after Gods own Heart, a 
Man of: War, a man of Mettal and courage; when bur a 
Stripling, he did not fear Goliab an huge and mighty Gyant, 
before whom all 1/rae/ trembled ; yet when God was plea- 
ſed; to: deprive-him of his Friend and Brother, to take from 
him''his Fozathan, he was diſtreſſed. How great Strangers 
are all of ugat. home,, and. how much unacquainted. with 
our ſelves! Its very uſual for good .,men to be miſtaken a- 
bout themſelves, and that among others in theſe two caſes : 
They ao not know how much they can. do and ſuffer, when God is 
with them : That which to them ſeem'd intolerable at a di- 
ſtance, feels light when upon them ; they ,can. ſing under 
that - which - they thought. would. have broken their Hearts: 
Hence a good man ofice ſaid, 1 was in Priſon till I was wn 
Priſon. On the other ſide; They do not know how. little they 
can do -or ſuffer, if God. be pleaſed to ſubduct from them, and 
cometh not in to their aſſiſtance. This made confident Peter tell 
our Lord, Though, all men ſhould deny him, yet he. would nat ; 
whereas, when the Temptation .came, though Judas betray- 
edihim, and the re/#. of the Diſciples, forſook him, yet Peter 
was. the. only man of them that denyed him. Bur let us re- 
"turn to the-buſineſs before us. Afflictive Providences may, 
and oft-times do, bring the beſt Saints into diſtreſſes ; and 
thofe not only o«tward '1n.their, Condition, ſo that they ſhall 
be. compaſt about with Diouleics, and hemm'd in on cory 
ide 
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fide, as I/rae! was at the Red. Sea ; but likewiſe inward 1n- 
their ſpirits, ſo 'as'to be brought to their Wits-end, and. al. 
moſt to their Faiths end ; they know not which way to turn: 
them, nor what courſe to ſteer : They/are at a loſs both how 
to bear the Affliction upon them, and what to do in the cale, 
Firft, - 4/lictions, ſuch afflictions may be order'd to good men, 
as may bring them into thoſe diftreſſes that | they ſhall not: know 
how to bear it.  This'isoften ſeen and felt.. Davia did not know 
how to bear the Death of 44/a/om, but went up and down 
like a Bedlam, wringing his hands, and crying, Would God 
F had died for thee, O Abſalom, my Sow, my Son, 2 Sam. 18. 33. 
Jonah could not-bear the non-fultilling- of this Prophecy con- 
certing the Deftruction of NVizizeh, nor the withering of 'his.. 
Gourd, ' for he woald have had God take bu Life from. him, 
and: told him to his Face, He ard well to' be angry, even unto 
Death, 4 Jonah 3, and 9 Verſes. Thus the ſpirit'is roiPd, the 
Patience 15 fpent, and the Heart fires and flames. In the 
73 :P/aly, holy 4/ath ſeeing the Proſperity and flouriſhing 
fate of the Wicked, while: he was daily under a prefling 
load of AfMiQtions, and the violent hurries - of Temptation, 
cried out; Ver. 26; That by Fleſh And his heart failed. Have- 
not fortie of us heard poor Creatures under ſome ſore and 
heavy blow given them by the hand of God, crying out in 
the Agony and bitter Anguill'of their ſpirits, 7 his 25 ſuch 4 
tofs Ftannot' bear it ? Little confiacring that Job did bear more 
than-is laid'upon them, and when all was gone at a Clap, 
{ty down and\ worſhipped, faying; The. Lord hath given, and 
the Lord hath taken, bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. Neither 
do they confider, that nothing is happened to them, bur - 
whit # common to man ; and what reaſon 1s there for: extra- 
0rd pary paffiens, when: there is- nothing - but ordinary Provi-. 
dences. On&e' more; they do not conſider, what the Apoſtle. 
faith; viz. That God is faithfnl, who will not ſuffer his People 
#0: be tempred above what: they are able, but will ſo gracioufly and. 
teriderly order that they fhatf be able to bear it. Forbear ſuck- 
Expreffions. The Church? underſtood her ſelf, and ſpake 
very wiſely when ſhe faid;- 5 Hrcah-g. 1 will bear. the Indin- 
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vation' of the Lord : And it ſhe could' bear indignation, you 
may very well re{olve to bear affliitio2. [ PET 

Secondly, Afiittions dp ſometimes bring good men; into {ſuch 
afſſlittions,. as that they do not know what to do under them. That 
is an uſual cry, Things are ſo and fo with me, that I cannot 
tell what to do: I do not know in all the World what I 
ſhall de. And indeed it muſt needs be exceeding ſad with 
that Perſon who is brought'to ſuch a 'loſfs : Now I ſhall ay 
theſe two things to ſuch Perſons as theſe are. -: 

Firſt, Thoſe diftreſſes which amount to this, aretoo much, and 
riſe t6 too great an height; and;you may thank your ſelves 
for them. Be the affliftion which you meet with what it 
wall, it is not too much, noritoo great ; not ſuch as ' God 
could have laid on, nor as you'did deſerve : So Ezra 4c- 
knowledged in his 9:h. Chapt. 13 v. T hou our God haſt puniſbed 
u leſs than our Iniquities deſerve. Remember it is of Gods or- 
.dering out, al whoſe wayes are Mercy and Trath, to them that 
fear his Name, aud keep his Covenant ; who doth all things 
t0:his People with Wiſdom and in Love, meaſuring out the 
Potion, and. weighing 'the: Burden, that there may not” be 
a grain more than is neceffary and fit. ' But this ſore diſtreſs 
is a great deal too much, into which thou haſt thrown thy 
ſelf by thy unbelief and Impatience. 

What meaneit thou by ſaying, This 1 cannot bear ? from 
whom comes it ? Was it not from God ? and if from God, 
it is thy Duty to bear it. The Lord Jelus knew better, and 
ſpake better, when He ſaid , Shall 1 mot drink of the Cup 
which my Father hath given me to arink of ? 18 Joh. 11, and 
how will. you avoid it ? how can you help your ſelves ? Can 
you ſhake off the burden ? If not, you muſt bear it, Thine 
arrows ſtick faſt in me, ſaid David, 38 Ptal: 2. v./ Yes, too faſt 


for himto pull ' out: with all the ſftrengch he had. See to 


it, that you bear it becomiogly, ſubmiſſively, like a Child 
whoſe will is bowed to the Will of God, and ſwallowed up 
by it. Let Patience have its perfett work. Be the preſent load 
what it will, if-you will not bear'it, you take a Courſe to bring 


yt your ſelves an heavier, What doth a bar itt a Net 


when he toſſeth, and kicks, and flings, butiMangles him- 


4elf. the more ? He had better bequier. _E2 Again, 


Again," Art thou thy ſelf when thou ſayeſt, .7 know nor what 
0 do ? Have you been in he School of Chriff, and /taughriof 
God, \and'yer ſuch a:Dunce-as nor to know what ro.do f. You 
ought: to *know and do too," Tour work: 1s before. you, and 
will you not ſee it ? I beſeech you to fit: down, and recolle&t 
your ſelves, ſeriouſly commune with your own Hearts, pro- 
pound: the Queſtion, What is the will of God concerning 
me.?. There is' no State or Condition in which you are'or can 
be, but therein. you may find-ſomerhing, yea enough to do. 
You: may: do ſomething to. pleaſe and honour God, and ſfome- 
thing to help and profit your: ſelves: You may therein ſer 
Faith at work, and Patience. at work : A time: of AfMiGction 
_ 3s. the proper ſeaſon for thoſe! Graces to yield their Fruit, .thoſe 
Spices to [flow forth. Now-a&t ſubmifion to the Divine 
Will::. Here: am-1; ler: him do what ſeemeth good unto him: Fall 
to Improving of the AMiCtion, get Meat-out of the .Eater, 
Honey from the Carkafe of. the Lion, that what. hath devoured 
thy Comforts, may feed thy Graces ; ſce if you-cannot. by an 
holy Chimiſtry extratt Gains out: of Loſſes, and-turnHon:inro 
Gold : Try what advantage you catmake of the Sickneſs that 
conſumes yau, :of the pain that grinds and tortyres you';: what 
Life you canſetch out of the Grave, the death of ſuch a Friend 
or Relation ; there is no Aﬀiction with which we are exerci- 
fed, but it puts into our hands an opportunity for ſome ſpecial 
.work or. other ;. there is no Condition but what hath a parti. 
-culardutybelonging to1t-.!Do not iay, Lam now. altogether 
uſeleſs and unſferviceable ; who 1s it that hath made rheeſo ? 
God hath not, have a care thou: doſt not make thy ſelf ſo: 
What tho thy Work doth not lie where it did, it heth-ſome- 
where, fing 4t outs,and dqit. il gdh 5 
I moſt freely and xeadily grant, you cannot do your preſent 
Duty, nor any thing elle :2:y0ur own:ftrength,.as it 'ought to 
+be done. You cannotiſtir a Finger without Divine: Concur- 
rence, nor-lift up a Prayer, unleſs the-Spirit {et his hand to-it; 
there mult be an helping: of the-Infirmity,: elſe 'no: perform- 
ance- of the Duty. . It: i51Þne:above: that: workerh! both: ro will 
aud $0 do, of his own. good pleafinie : But however, go you-about 
yeur Work, ſerto it heartily, and in-goq0d carneft, going for 
{50 ſtrength. 


' | u 
frrennth where it is to be had: Seek (it in, 
whom it is laid up for you, To ghis purpoſe, for your En- 


couragement, Temember that of Paal in'the 4 PhzZ. 12. T can 


aoall things thro-Chriſt, who ſtrentheneth me. Upon the gra- 
cious conveyances of Lite, Spirit and Power from Chriſt, he 
is able to do the work of a Chriſtian, and of an Apoſtle, to 
reliſt Temptation, to bear Aifliction, and elory in [Tribulati- 
on: He was able wilcly to. improve what he:had, and willing: 
ly to: part with.it 3. able to deny himfelf, and yet enjoy himfelf, 
when he had done ſo.. In ſhort, while you bitterly complain, 
that you know not what to: do, have a care you 4d» nt overdo, 
in inlaming. your own wounds, afflicting, and ſinking your 
own Spirits, when the hand of God hath touched you. 

Secondly,” Labour to extricate your ſelues, and with. all poſſible ſpeed 
procure your on deliverance and enlargement out of theſe Diſtreſſes. Sub- 
mit to the Loſs God hath order*d out to you, and to the Aﬀfition 
with which you are exerciſed : Hath he brought you into the Duſt, 
tay your Mouths there, and lie quietly till he bring you forth to the- 
light, and ſhew you his Smiles and Salvation ; but ger out of the di- 
ſtreſs as faſt as may be, only ſee that it be in the right way.. Becon- 
tent that a Storm ſhould- be upon thy Tabernacle as long as God: 
will have it there, but command thy Soul to, be ſilent, and ſtill, and 
as ſoon as-thou canſt,. recover the calm of thy Spirit. Aur Lord. and 
Saviour of his own accord came to do the Will of his Father, and 
without heutancy yielded to a ſuffering Condition,. not running: 
from it to the laſt, but breathing out his laſt -upon a Croſs, but -his. 
Agony did.not laſt long ; very ſharp indeed ir, was, ſo that therein he: 
ſweat drops of Blood, but it was ſhore, and quickly went over again,, 
and in all-bis after Trials he expreſſed a full and moſt ſweet Compo- 
ſure. of Soul, and carried it with a true greatneſs of Spirit. There: 
ſhould be in us a due ſenſe of Loſes and Affiiftions ; otherwiſe we: ſhall: 
he guilty of offering. an Affront unto God, and putting a ſlight upon: 
him; and we ſhall prejudice our ſelves by. nat fetching that good out. 
of an Atiction: which we might : But ſtil] we muſt. be. careful. to:mo» 
derate our. grief as much as poſlibly we can,. toth as to depree and dura: 
ton; returning to a right and even Temper. Ir is moſt honourable 
For the. Chriſtian, and comfortable to him, when Grace doth: thas: 
which Time-will- In order hereunto, I adviſe theſe. four. things.. 

Firſt, Eaſe your ſelves, ina. way of Prayer, It is indeed. very.goad,. 
when an Opprelled Perſon can. breach the Veſlelz. and give his Sor- 
row went in Tears.:. I: my ſelf have. known: ſome. (among others-an: 


L 


and from Chrif, in 
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'Eminent and'/Noble Lady ) ſo full cf Sorrow, that their Hearts were 
ready to break, relieved by Weeping, when all their Friends that 
came to Comfort them, provd Phyſicians of no walue ;, 'but the: beſt, 
and moſt excellent way, is 0: mingle Tears and Prayers together. Weep 
over your Afﬀictions if you can, but withal go and tell your Father 
of them, pouring out the Complaints and Deſires of your Souls into 
his Boſom. Poor Hannah was in great diſtreſs, having an Adverſary 
in the Houſe with her, who multiplied provocations ro make her frer, 
whereupon ſhe became bitter of Soul - In that Caſe the tried what God 
would do, and ſought unto him, 1 Samuel 1. 10. She wept ſore ;; that 
ſhe could not help, nor did ſhe endeavour it, Tears have their Rhe- 
torick, but ſhe al/o prayed - And O ! how much did ſhe gain by it, what 
abundance .of Peace, what Quietneſs and Comfort did her Prayer 
fetch into her ! It is ſaid, ver. 18. She went away, and her Countenance 
was n0 more ſad : While ſhe was praying, God gave her a Gracious 
Smile, a look of Love, and ſhe was a cheerful Woman' ever after. 
Fatth and Prayer will do the work, notwithſtanding the difficulties of 
it, and ſcatter the Clouds, be they never ſo thick. The more a gra- 
cions Soul relies on God in a way of Believing, and ſeeks him in a way 
of humble, fervent Supplication, the eaſier will every Burden be to 
| i, the lighter every Affliction, and the more comfortable every Con- 

Secondly, Put the moſt fair and candid ſenſe you can upon Providences ; 
and make the beſt interpretation of every thing God doth with you. 
We ſhould have both Honourable Thoughts of it, and Amicable too, 
for He is too Righteons to do wrong to any of his Creatures, and too 
Gracious to do burtto any of his Children. When our Lord had open'd 
the Ears of the Deaf Man, and loos'd his Tongue, the People ſaid 
7 Mark'37. He hath done all things well: (ay the ſame of God, for it 
istrue : He doth not fail in apy of his Underrakings, nor miſcarry 
in any 'of the works of his hands, but doth all things like him- 
{elf, like aGod. Do not only aſſert this of bis Providences in Gene- 
ral, but bring it down, and apply it to pareicular Diſpenſations. He 
hath done well iz tb, and well in that, 119 Pſalm 65. Thou baſt dealt 
well with thy Servant, O Lord, according to. thy Word : 71 Verſe, 'It is 
good for me that T have been afflitted. 75.1 know, O Lord, that thy judg. 
ments are right, and that thou in faithfulneſs haſt affiitted me ;, Go ye, and 
do likewiſe. He hath done well in eprying me, for had I continued 
full, T'might have grown proud, and denied him, ſaying, who js the 
Lord :'He' hath done well in taking my Husband, my Father, my 
Teacher from me, for being ripe for Heaven, he was gathered. He had 
finiſhed that Work which was given him to do; and it is more than 
a thouſ2nd- pities that a Good Man ſhould outlive his Work, or ſtay 
ina lace where he hath nothing to do : It is pity but that a Faith- 


ful 
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fal Servant of Chriſt, when he hath diſpatch'd the buſineſs he came 
for, ſhould forthwith be taken up to his Reſt, and have an entrance 
granted him into-the Foy of his Lord: Believe this alſo, That in all 
God's dealings with you, he intends you a Kindneſs; if a Raven be 


ſent to Elijah, it ſhajl carry Food for him ; the very Red bloſſoms 
with Love, and bears the peaceable fruit of Righteouſneſs. Facob was. 


miſtaken, when he ſaid, 42 Gen. 36. . All rheſe things are againſt me : 
Good Man, he little knew then what God was doing for him. Do 
you rather ſay with Paul, 8 Romans 28. IWe know that all things work 
rogether for good, to them that love God; this ſhall work ſo, and that 
likewiſe. i 

Thirdly, Look off from the Aftliftions you feel, to the mercies you have ;, 
from the. Comforts -.you have /off, to thoſe that are yet /cefr. God 
might have ſtript you of all, for you have made frequent forfeicnres. 
We took notice before of God's dealing with Uprizhr Fob, Wwio ina 
little time was deprived of all, brought to the Aſhes, having his Bo- 
dy over-and above ſmitten with fore Boils, from the fole of his Foot, 


even to his Crown, yet had he then ſomething /efr him for his Sup- 


port and Comfort, viz. The witneſs of his Conſcience. Tho? his Wife 


was--very unkind, a Thorn in his ſide, and ſpake bitterly, when the - 


bade him Cxrſe God, and die ; yet Conſcience was within him like a 
Bird of Parad:/e that ſung ſweetly, while it told him, he was not 


wicked, and bare Teſtimony tg his Integrity. God hath taken from. 
you an Husband, a Father, a Wite, a Mother, a Child, one Chlid af- 
ter another, a dear Brother or Siſter, a faithful Friend, a diligent - 


Labourer in the Vineyard : But: ask your ſelves the Queſtion, whar 


| hath God left me ? And be ſure that the preſent Lofs, be it what it-- 


will, do not ſo corrupt and vitiate thy Palate, as that thon ſhould- 


eſt not caſte the remaining Mercy : Rather let the Mercy which re- 
mains influence thy Spirit to the alleviating of the preſent Loſs, and 
enabling thee to bear thy Burden the better. Poſlibly ſome -here have . 
loſt the Hasband, or Father. is dead, Eſtate. .is ſpent, Debtors are * 


broke, Trade fails, all is gone, and no viſible way for a Livelihood. 
Be itſo, yet there is ſomething left: for you , namely, a God, can you 
not live upon him ? Cannot you,rejoyce in him ? You may read of 


one that could, 3 Habbuk, 17,-18. and you have Promiſes left, which* 
o great and precious : Go feed upon them, believe them, plead | 


are exceeding | 
them, and turn them into Prayer. _ Saab 
Laſtly, Often relieve your ſelves with Meditations upon the fulnefs and 


ſweetneſs of Chriſt, Was Jonathan pleaſant to David?--how pleafant 


then is Fe/us, far more than 7orathan was, or ever could have been ? 


And tho? Fonathar be dead, yet Fe/#5 is riſen, He is ſaid to rejoyce over 


his Church as the Bridegroom over the Bride: And he faith, 7 Cant. 6. 


How fair and how pleaſant art then O love, for. delights! And ſhall not 
Saints 
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Saints reckon Chriſt ſo? They that know what he 1s,and wbat Comma- 
nion with him-is, do,and, will witneſs with-the Spouſe-in 1:Cart. 16. Be- 
hold ! thou art fair, my: Beloved, yea, and pleaſant. | @,) howfair mult he 
needs be, who is the Sun of Righteouſneſs, who outſhines all the Bean- 
ties in the World, all the Angels in Heaven, and who is the brightneſs 
of. his Fathers Glory, the expreſs Image of his Perfon, 1 Heb. 3. And: how 
pleaſant muſt he needs be, who puts a ſmeerneſs into our worſt things, 10 
That the, Saints have taker joyfully the ſpoiling of their goods, 10. Heb..34. 
and a deliciouſneſs mto their beſt things. It is He that makes 7raths: [meer, 
being the Marrow of the Goſpel; and Ordinances ſweet, they are; but 
the Diſhes, he the Feaſt. It is He that m3kes Heaven ſweet : What. 
would that place be without his Company ? There indeed Saints. are, 
and ſhall be without Sin, and without Sorrow, above Affliction, :and 
- above Temptation ; all this is] very good, but / that: which. commezas 
ir, and is its ſelf yer better, is, they, ſhall-there be with Chroſt. : 1.4 F0h:\g/ 
Where Iam, there ye ſhall be alſo : And ſaid Paul, 1 Phil. I deſire tobe-asſ- 
ſolved, and to be with Chriſt, which is far better, Yea, it is Chriſt-:that 
commenas God himſelf to as, for out of him ht is a conſuming Fire, and 
everlaſting burnings ; 23 Ia: 14+ We could not endure his Preſence; 
In him He is reconciled, a Father of Mercies, and God of Comforts, 2:Cor. 
I. 3, So. that he;muſt needs be pleaſant, and' with this comfort ' your 
ſelves: Whoever is dead, whatever is gone, 4 u_ have. Chriſt ſtill; 

who: hath ſaid, Ac, will nor leave you. comfortleſs, #Fwill come to you. '_ 

+ 1t may now be expected 1 ſhould peak ſomething concerning  2y 
Dear Brother, who fought a good Fi gut, , kept the Faith, ſerved his 
Generation according to the Will of God, and. hath now finiſhed-his 
Courſe; but there: is no .need, his FEawPraiſle him : You: have 
known: his Doctrine, and manner. of; Life, and ſo have others who. 
were. gaigers by. his Miniſtry, | being begotten, nouriſhed and buile up 
by. the Gaſpel he Preached.. ; Take therefore what I ſhallſamiaiſhort ; 
thus : He was well accempliſhed with. Learning,gti "for. 
the Work to which God had call'd him. His AMiri | 
Knowledge were very  conliderable, as they: fonind who converſed 
with him. He was, I am perſwaded, truly Gracious, an humble Chri- 
$1aÞs a profitable Preacher, an able Catechiſt, and a Faithful Friend: 

was a wiſe. Man, and a Man of Peace, one that did adorn his Pro- 
Fr by his unreproveable and exemplary. Converſation. God hath 
been pleaſed to take him from us, I do bewail 'my Loſs, and. ſo do 
many of you yours.; But he had doge his Work,,ard is now, I doubt 
not, taking an Everlaſting -Reſt in .the Boſom of his. deareſt Lord, 
Hig Faith let as LISFOBS conſidering. the end of bis Runyw ſerion, 
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